
1 
 

September 15, 2019 – Elmont Baptist Church 
Text: Joshua 4:1-7; Psalm 9:1-2 
Message Series: Stand Alone – 150 Anniversary 
 

Introduction: 

1. Church plants that survive 7 yrs, typically have about an 80 yr lifespan (George Bullard – church 

researcher) 

2. According to Thom Rainer, 65% of churches are either plateaued or declining.  

3. I don’t give you those statistics to depress you, but to help you see that us celebrating 150 yrs of 

this faith family being light and salt to the communities around us is a big deal.  

4. There have been 43 pastors to serve here over the past 150 yrs. That’s not quite a 3.5 yr avg.  

a. There have been countless faith-filled servants  

b. Probably quite a few knuckleheads too 

5. The stories and memories contained in the memorabilia on the tables around this room don’t even 

start to scratch the surface of God’s faithfulness to this faith family, but do at least serve as a small 

reminder of what He has done. They help us remember.  

6. From the days of having no building to meet in and stretching cotton sacks over stick poles to meet 

under to the 6 week trip to Jefferson TX by horse drawn wagon to get lumber to build the first 

building only to have it destroyed by a storm and another by fire over the years.  

7. Times when the month was longer than the money and there were only a few faithful people left 

to press on. 

8. But through each time, God proving to be faithful for this faith family.  

READ TEXT – Joshua 4:1-7; Psalm 9:1-2 

1. When we hear the word remember we think about the ability to recall information, but through 

the Scriptures God’s people are repeatedly commanded to remember in a way that highlights 
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God’s past faithfulness and fuels their trust in His future promises to strengthen their obedience in 

the present.  

2. Remembering is important to our life in Christ and the opposite of biblical remembering is not 

forgetting, it’s dismembering. We don’t forget what God has done or said, but through the 

temptation of the enemy, the desires of our flesh, and the pressure of the world, our beliefs get 

dismembered – taken apart piece by piece.  

3. We must constantly and consistently mediate on the things that God has done and then focus our 

hearts on what He has said He will do to help us obey Him in between.  

4. But when we start to listen to the enemy and the world, we start to dismember our faith and 

believe that maybe something else will satisfy us more. Maybe this compromise isn’t so bad. This is 

just the way I am and I can’t change. This person is beyond help and hope.  

Remembering Helps Us…  

1. Be Thankful for What God has Done  

a. If we don’t intentionally think about what God has done in the past, we will be less likely to 

think about what He is doing now or wants to do in the future.  

b. And more than that, we will be much less likely to obey His voice if we even recognize it.  

2. Be Hopeful for What is Going to Do 

a. We need to intentionally remember the past faithfulness of God, but never worship the 

past.   

b. The past should fuel our hope, our assurance, that God will accomplish His purpose in the 

days ahead.  

c. Elmont will be no more one day. It may not be until Jesus comes back, but at some point 

there is no more Elmont Baptist Church, but God will be faithful to accomplish His purpose.   
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d. In the meantime, we pray, plan, and carry out the Kingdom mission of glorifying God by 

making disciples.  

e. And in our area, that opportunity is only going to grow. Some churches have a tendency to 

grumble against increases in population around them rather than seeing it as an 

opportunity to grow the Kingdom of God.  

f. God has continually been faithful to Elmont for 150 yrs for us to be a channel of His 

faithfulness and grace to those around us and to the nations.  

g. That is going to get crazier over the next few years with hundreds of new homes being built 

now and plans for thousands within our area over the next few years.  

h. When we remember His faithfulness to this church and in your own life, you should be 

fueled with hope for what He desires to do in the days ahead.  

3. Be Faithful Right Now  

a. So between looking back to remember well and looking forward with hope-filled 

expectation, what do we do?  

b. We keep growing in love with Jesus 

c. We keep walking in grace-filled obedience to Jesus 

d. And everyday when we fail, we run into the mercy of our Father 

e. We keep growing the relationships that God has given us. Some of them are life-giving and 

easy and others, well, they aren’t, but all are needed.  

Closing 

1. My hope today is to just call you to remember.  

a. Not to recall information, but to meditate on who God is and what specific things He has done. 
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b. To push back against the dismembering desire of the world and the enemy and instead 

remember.  

c. And then say “thank you”. Thank you to a God who is faithful. Not always as you’d like Him to 

be, but always as you need Him to be.  

d. Let that encourage your faithfulness 

Let’s pray and then you stand and sing and reflect on what God has said to you.  

 
  


